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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. SHALALA).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 15, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DONNA E.
SHALALA to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND
BALANCES IS AT RISK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, and still I rise because I love my
country. And still I rise because there
is a crisis that has to be addressed.

Madam Speaker, the system of
checks and balances that we have in-
stilled within our government, a sys-
tem that the Framers of the Constitu-
tion devised such that there would not
be a concentration of power in the

hands of the chief executive officer of
the government, in fact, is to prevent a
concentration of power in any aspect.
There is power that is spread across
the government.

There are three branches of the gov-
ernment. I want to focus this morning,
if I may, on two—the executive and the
legislative—because, Madam Speaker,
this morning, as I stand before you, a
proud American, I must inform all that
the system of checks and balances is at
risk.

It is at risk because we now have a
President who does not believe that he
can or will be impeached. We have a
President who refuses to allow Con-
gress to perform its constitutionally
accorded oversight responsibilities.

When you have a President who does
this, Madam Speaker, you lose the
power of Congress. It becomes con-
centrated in the President. The Presi-
dency becomes a place where power is
concentrated because the President has
no fear:

He doesn’t believe that there are con-
sequences for his going beyond what
the Constitution allows;

He will engage in conduct that Arti-
cle II, Section 4 of the Constitution
would prohibit; and

He will engage in impeachable of-
fenses because he knows that the Con-
gress will not impeach him.

It is impeachment that is the ulti-
mate guard against a reckless, ruth-
less, lawless President; and if we do not
exert our authority, this President,
knowing that we won’t, is capable of
doing things that we cannot imagine.

Madam Speaker, it is up to us, the
Members of this Congress, to assure
that this government continues to
have the checks and balances that the
Framers of the Constitution intended.
If we do not, if Congress does not fulfill
its responsibility, we won’t have a
Presidency. The power will be so con-
centrated that we will have a mon-
archy.

The Framers of the Constitution
never intended for a President to just
totally disregard the Congress. And
notwithstanding all that might happen
in the courts, notwithstanding all of
the subpoenas that may be taken to
court and have them litigated properly,
the ultimate check on a President is
Article II, Section 4 of the Constitu-
tion, and that is impeachment when he
commits impeachable acts.

We have the Mueller report. It speaks
for itself. And there are many constitu-
tional scholars who have said there has
been an obstruction to take place.

There are many lawyers who have
worked in the Justice Department.
They number hundreds now, the law-
yers who have signed on, indicating
that the President should be beneath
the law just as everyone else is, or the
law should apply to him. He shouldn’t
be above the law.

They are indicating that, if we don’t
act, we are showing the President that
he is above the law. He then becomes a
monarch, and we then become a weaker
form of government.

So I call upon this Congress: Let us
do what is expected of us. The Framers
of the Constitution gave us the way.
They have shown the way. We but only
have to have the will, and it is worth it
for us to do this because the country is
at stake in the sense that the govern-
ment is at risk.

Madam Speaker, I love my country.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

RECOGNIZING LIONS CLUBS
INTERNATIONAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to speak
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about an organization that is near and
dear to my heart: the Lions Clubs
International.

I am a member of my hometown or-
ganization, the Howard Area Lions
Club. The Howard Area Lions Club has
consistently earned the recognition as
the largest Lions Club in Pennsylvania.

There are probably many factors that
have led them to this, but none more
significant than their commitment to
the Lions Club motto, ‘“We Serve.”

The members of my club served as
the chartering organization for the
Howard Boy Scout Troop 353; and, in
the past, I was proud to serve as Scout-
master of that unit.

Simply put, service is of the utmost
importance to the Lions. The clubs are
places where individuals can join to-
gether to give their valuable time and
effort to improving their communities
and the world.

Where there is a need, there is a
Lion. There are 1.4 million Lions
around the world, 47,000 Lions Clubs in
more than 200 countries. For more than
100 years, Lions have been serving hu-
manity.

The idea of the Lions Club began in
1917. A 38-year-old Chicago business
leader named Melvin Jones told mem-
bers of his local business club that they
should reach beyond business issues
and address the betterment of their
communities and the world. They
agreed.

Three years later, Lions Clubs be-
came an international organization.
Melvin Jones inspired generations of
people to become civic-minded individ-
uals, dedicated to using their talents
and ambitions to improve their com-
munities without financial reward.

Melvin Jones had a personal code:
“You can’t get very far until you start
doing something for somebody else.”

Madam Speaker, service to others is
what makes the Lions Clubs Inter-
national such a powerful force for good
in the world.

There are nearly 70 Members of Con-
gress who are involved in service orga-
nizations, and that is why I am proud
to be working with my colleague Con-
gressman JIMMY PANETTA to establish
the Congressional Service Organization
Caucus. We plan to launch the caucus
soon.

It will support the many operations
that are dedicated to giving back to
their communities. I encourage my col-
leagues to join because there are few
gifts greater than the gift of time and
service to others.

Madam Speaker, Lions Clubs Inter-
national is on Capitol Hill today to
raise awareness about how helpful serv-
ice organizations are to communities
across the Nation.

I am grateful that Lions Clubs
around the globe serve millions annu-
ally, and I am so proud to be a member
of an organization that not only lives
up to its remarkable ideals but exceeds
them time and time again.
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NEWBORN SCREENING SAVES
LIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) for 5
minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam
Speaker, I recently introduced the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Reau-
thorization Act, which will continue
the important work of the original bill
and expand its critical programs to im-
prove infant health across the United
States. Every year, thousands of babies
are born with genetic, metabolic, hor-
monal, and functional conditions that
severely affect their development.

Fifty years ago, these rare disorders
in infants would have gone undetected
until symptoms appeared, often too
late to provide them with the essential
treatment needed to prevent lifelong
disability or even death. Today, we can
give newborn babies a simple blood test
that can identify such life-threatening
genetic illnesses before symptoms ap-

ear.

In 2008, Congress passed my original
bill, which was a major step toward es-
tablishing newborn screening guide-
lines across the United States. Until
that time, only 10 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia required newborn
screening for a complete panel of rec-
ommended disorders, and there was no
Federal repository of information on
these diseases. Today, 49 States and
the District of Columbia screen for at
least 31 of the 35 currently rec-
ommended core conditions.

Each year, with newborn screening,
healthcare professionals identify ap-
proximately 12,000 babies who test posi-
tive for one of these rare conditions.
This invaluable early detection allows
for timely treatment to prevent long-
term damage and severe health com-
plications, which gives babies the op-
portunity to live relatively normal and
healthy lives.

For thousands of mothers and fami-
lies, this early and simple intervention
can also reduce the emotional stress of
trying to identify their baby’s correct
diagnosis.

Investments in newborn screening
can also save up to $1 million over a
child’s lifetime. This is a significant
savings for American families and our
financially burdened healthcare sys-
tem.

While it is true that since the origi-
nal passage of the Newborn Screening
Saves Lives Act, significant advance-
ments have been made in early detec-
tion and treatment, serious gaps in
newborn screening remain. The New-
born Screening Saves Lives Reauthor-
ization Act will build on the current
newborn screening infrastructure and
strengthen early detection of prevent-
able disease.

To ensure the quality of laboratories
involved in newborn screening, the bill
reauthorizes the Centers for Disease
Control grants, and it continues HRSA
grants to empower parents and health
professionals with education and re-
sources to improve newborn screening.
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The bill also renews the Secretary’s
Advisory Committee on Heritable Dis-
orders in Newborns and Children,
which maintains and updates the rec-
ommended uniform screening panel
that States adopt and implement.

The bill funds research to identify
new screening technologies and treat-
ments, and a new provision in the bill
commissions the National Academy of
Medicine to issue recommendations to
modernize newborn screening systems
into the 21st century.

The Newborn Screening Saves Lives
Reauthorization Act will continue to
ensure that parents and health pro-
viders are Kknowledgeable about the
value of newborn screening, and it will
help ensure that infants across the
United States receive comprehensive
and consistent testing.

A coalition of public health groups,
including the March of Dimes, the As-
sociation of Public Health Labora-
tories, the American College of Medical
Genetics, and the National Organiza-
tion for Rare Disorders, support the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Reau-
thorization Act. Their leadership has
been critical to advance newborn
screening across the United States.

Madam Speaker, newborn screening
is one of the most important public
health interventions of the 20th cen-
tury. It is critical that, in the 21st cen-
tury, we continue and strengthen the
programs and research of the Newborn
Screening Saves Lives Act.

I urge my colleagues to sponsor the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Reau-
thorization Act to enhance the lives of
hundreds of infants and families each
year in the United States.

———

RECOGNIZING ZANE MOORE OF
THE BUCKS COUNTY YMCA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize an individual
and organization in Bucks County,
Pennsylvania, working to make our
community a better place.

BEarlier this month, Zane Moore, the
president and CEO of the YMCA of
Bucks County, walked across the en-
tire county to raise awareness of the
positive impact the YMCA has on our
neighbors and funding for its programs.

Last Thursday, Zane began his trek
at the YMCA in Quakertown, wrapping
up at the YMCA in Doylestown. He
picked up on Friday where he left off,
completing his journey that same day,
all the way to the YMCA in Lower
Bucks County in Fairless Hills.

Madam Speaker, I applaud Zane and
all the local leaders who joined him
along the way on his journey. We ap-
preciate the work of the YMCA and all
of its efforts to promote education,
physical well-being, and recovery pro-
grams for those in our community.
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RECOGNIZING ROTARIAN OF THE YEAR MAX ROSE

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise to recognize a resident of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, who was re-
cently honored as Rotarian of the Year
by the Rotary Club of Doylestown.

Last month, 24-year Rotary Club
member Max Rose received this dis-
tinction at the 10th annual Four-Way
Test Awards Fundraiser. During his
distinguished tenure, he twice served
as president of the Rotary Club of
Doylestown, has been an instrumental
force in the organization’s youth ex-
change program, and has assisted
greatly in local events such as the Bor-
ough Dam cleanup and the Doylestown
at Dusk Car Show.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Max
on this well-deserved recognition. I
also thank Rotary Club president Gail
Linenberg, along with all the members
of the Rotary Club of Doylestown, for
their dedication and their service to
our community.

RECOGNIZING STUDENTS AND FACULTY OF ST.

ANDREW SCHOOL, NEWTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize an out-
standing group of students in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, who recently
partnered with a local organization to
comfort children who have experienced
traumatic events.

At St. Andrew School in Newtown, a
group of third-grade students partici-
pated in a service project in collabora-
tion with the Newtown Quilters’ Guild.
Using lighthearted drawings by the
students, the guild will create colorful
quilts and distribute them to the New-
town Township Police Department and
emergency services personnel to give
to young children who have been
through difficult situations.

Madam Speaker, I applaud these stu-
dents and the faculty of St. Andrew
School in Newtown, especially Prin-
cipal Nancy Matteo and third-grade
teachers Ashlyn Kalicki and Lynn
Dixon.

I also thank all the members of the
Newtown Quilters’ Guild for their
thoughtfulness, along with all the offi-
cers of the Newtown Township Police
Department on this National Police
Week. We appreciate all the work they
do for our community.

————

CELEBRATING 54TH ANNIVERSARY
OF HEAD START

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support and celebration of
the 54th anniversary of the Head Start
program and the 25th anniversary of
the Early Head Start program.

As a former Head Start teacher, 1
know how vital the program is to over
100,000 low-income children in Cali-
fornia and the more than 1 million
families across the country who rely on
its essential services.
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I began my journey at Head Start as
an assistant teacher and later became
the supervisor of parent involvement
and volunteer services, helping parents
participate and contribute to their
children’s educational experiences.

Head Start services include health
screenings, nutritional education, and
social support for families with chil-
dren in the program. Early Head Start
provides services like home visits to
children at birth. Head Start even
funds research and functions as a lab-
oratory for early learning innovation.

From the moment I became involved
with Head Start, I saw the potential it
had to empower and uplift children and
their families. Since then, I have
worked hard to improve and expand
Head Start so that this potential is re-
alized and more families have an op-
portunity for a better life.

My role as supervisor of parent in-
volvement and volunteer services pro-
vided me with insights into the unique
and pivotal role parents play in the
Head Start community.

I am so appreciative of the Head
Start and Early Head Start programs
in my home district in California.
These programs basically provide re-
sources and referral services, and re-
search innovative new programs in the
areas of childcare, development, and
family well-being.

These programs serve tens of thou-
sands of low-income children and their
families, usually in communities like
South Los Angeles, Gardena, Haw-
thorne, Inglewood, and Lawndale, and
demonstrate Head Start’s trans-
formative potential.

I will continue to strengthen Con-
gress’ relationship with Head Start and
parents and encourage more Members
and families to become involved.

Since President Johnson first an-
nounced Head Start in the spring of
1965, the program and its services have
reached over 32 million children. Study
after study shows that providing early
childhood education to children is
transformative to their future aca-
demic success.

Children who joined Head Start grad-
uated high school and attended college
at higher rates than their siblings who
did not participate in the program.
Head Start participants consistently
show substantial improvements on test
scores early in life. Adults who partici-
pated in Head Start in their youth are
less likely to be charged with a crime
or become a teenage parent.

These programs are so much more
than federally funded preschool pro-
grams for the youngest Americans.
They are a lifeline for vulnerable com-
munities and provide future genera-
tions a chance to succeed.

This critical program is our national
pledge that every child, regardless of
circumstances at birth, has an oppor-
tunity to achieve and excel in school
and in life. There is perhaps no greater
purpose for an elected official than
working toward the realization of that
pledge. I will never stop.
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In addition to my support here in
making sure that the funding con-
tinues and that it grows, I also focus on
the oversight, supervision, and man-
agement of Head Start programs.

In the greater Los Angeles commu-
nity, many of our delegate agencies are
overseen by LACOE. This is a county
organization.

I want LACOE to get more involved
in keeping Head Start programs rather
than shutting them down. I believe
there must be a strong component that
works with compliance and works with
training to make sure that the pro-
grams meet all the requirements be-
cause our teachers, our assistant
teachers, and our volunteers are doing
the very best job they can do. Many of
them need that kind of support. I am
not so sure they are getting all of it,
but I am going to pay even more atten-
tion to LACOE in the greater Los An-
geles area to ensure that they are pro-
viding the kinds of services that
strengthen Head Start programs and do
the kind of outreach in the commu-
nities to make sure that our families
know the availability of the Head Start
programs.

I believe that Head Start has been
one of the most significant programs of
the overall poverty program, and I am
one of its greatest supporters.

——
THIS HOUSE IS NOT IN ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, this
Chamber is going in the wrong direc-
tion in the effort to combat the BDS
movement, to combat anti-Israel hate,
to combat anti-Semitism.

I went through kindergarten through
12th grade, college, law school, 4 years
of Active Duty. I never once experi-
enced anti-Semitism. But now I hear
countless stories all across our country
and college campuses today. It is infil-
trating American politics, college cam-
puses, and the Halls of Congress.

We need to do something about it,
not just send a strong message, which
is important, but actually pass some-
thing with teeth to do something about
it.

One of my colleagues from Michigan
gave a talk last Friday, gave an inter-
view. She was asked about her support
for a one-state solution that would re-
move Jews from power in their own
country, in Israel. Her response was
that the Holocaust gives her a calming
feeling because of the safe haven that
the Palestinians provided to Jews.

Now, that happens to be the opposite
of factually accurate. But then, if you
have any problem with those words,
that makes you automatically an
Islamophobe and a racist idiot, accord-
ing to the person who had said that.

Then the Speaker of the House is
calling for us to come to the floor and
apologize to Ms. TLAIB.

Well, here I am. My apology is for ev-
eryone who is insulted across America
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that we passed a watered-down, spine-
less resolution, after countless acts of
anti-Semitism by another Member,
that does not name names.

I apologize to everyone across this
country expecting this House to act.
We failed them.

The students at the University of
California who had to read the posting:
“Gas them, burn them, and dismantle
their power structure. Humanity can-
not progress with the parasitic Jew.”

The founder of BDS was blatantly
anti-Semitic. Take his own words: ‘“No
Palestinian—rational Palestinian, not
a sellout Palestinian—will ever accept
a Jewish state in Palestine.”

Or this other quote: ‘“We are wit-
nessing the rapid demise of Zionism,
and nothing can be done to save it, for
Zionism is intent on killing itself. I,
for one, support euthanasia.”

Or we could take this quote: ‘“‘Many
of the methods of collective and indi-
vidual ‘punishment’ meted out to Pal-
estinian civilians at the hands of
young, racist, often sadistic and ever
impervious Israeli soldiers are
reminiscent of common Nazi practices
against the Jews.” This is the founder
of the BDS movement.

You want an apology, Madam Speak-
er? Well, how about the students at
Berkeley who sit in the classroom and
the maps that go up on the board?
Where it is supposed to say Israel, it
says Palestine. Or the students in
Michigan whose professor refused to
sign off on a letter of recommendation
because the student wanted to study
abroad in Israel.

This past Thursday, we had an imam
give the opening prayer here before
this Chamber. This imam—a simple
Google search, by the way, in the vet-
ting would have come up with the
background, and it is a long list—is not
just a supporter of the BDS movement
but has compared the Israelis to the
Nazis, called the Israelis a terrorist re-
gime, called for a third Palestinian
intifada, and posted in support of the
Muslim Brotherhood.

I mentioned earlier one of my col-
leagues who had multiple anti-Semitic
postings. One started with: ‘‘Israel has
hypnotized the world, may Allah awak-
en the people and help them see the
evil doings of Israel”; or saying that if
you support Israel, then you must have
been bought off by Jews; or when she
said if you support the U.S-Israel rela-
tionship, then you must have pledged
your allegiance to a foreign power.

You want an apology, Madam Speak-
er? How about the students at Warren
Wilson College who had a speaker tell
them Jews are doing the same thing to
the Palestinians as the Nazis did to the
Jews?

Students from coast to coast all
across this entire country are expect-
ing, demanding, this House to act.

Now, you could go to the Twitter ac-
count of Ms. TLAIB. You will see over
the course of the last few days postings
from Tamika Mallory and fellow orga-
nizer Linda Sarsour.
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Tamika Mallory says that Louis
Farrakhan is the ‘‘greatest of all
time,” Louis Farrakhan, the same guy
who said: ‘““So when they talk about
Farrakhan, call me a hater, you do
what they do, call me an anti-Semite.
Stop it, I'm anti-Termite”; or, ‘‘Sa-
tanic Jews have infected the whole
world with poison and deceit’’; or what
he said about Adolf Hitler of Nazi Ger-
many, who was responsible for mur-
dering 6 million Jewish people and mil-
lions of others, ‘“‘He was a very great
man.”’

We have Members of this Chamber
who have associated themselves with
Farrakhan, not just Tamika Mallory.

I mentioned Linda Sarsour. She said:
“Only Jews . . . are the ones that con-
done violence against Arabs and are
cool with mosques being attacked.”

We have an issue in this Chamber,
and we need to do something about it,
not mask it, not empower it, not ele-
vate it. It must be identified and
crushed.

And no, Madam Speaker, I am not
coming to this floor and apologizing to
my colleagues who push it. I will apolo-
gize to everyone across this country of-
fended by the lack of action by the
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, your House is not in
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

————

MOURNING THE PASSING OF R.
NORMAN FRANCK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SMUCKER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that I rise today to
mourn the passing of Norman Franck,
a fire police officer and member of the
Willow Street Fire Company.

After responding to a crash this past
weekend, Norman fell ill and then
passed away at Lancaster General Hos-
pital. It was a tremendous loss to our
community and, certainly, even more
so to his wife, Marian.

Today, we remember her in our
thoughts and prayers and wish her
comfort and peace in this time of
mourning.
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Norman will be remembered as a giv-
ing man, described by Willow Street
Fire Company Chief Craig Rhineer as
someone who would do anything for
you. Norman, by the way, was also con-
sidered an authority on the history of
the Willow Street Fire Company.

He lived a life in service to the com-
munity, as a member of the fire service
and ambulance company since the
1980s. When he moved to Maryland, he
served there at the St. Michael’s Vol-
unteer Fire Company. Then, after re-
turning to Lancaster County, he re-
sumed his service once again at the
Willow Street Fire Company.

May 15, 2019

Even at age 81, Norman still self-
lessly served his community. His spirit
of volunteerism, his spirit of giving,
should be an example for us all.

We thank him for his years of serv-
ice.

Madam Speaker, I ask everyone to
join me in Kkeeping his family and the
members of Willow Street Fire Com-
pany in our prayers.

Madam Speaker, members of our vol-
unteer fire companies are true heroes.
Today, we honor Norman Franck, a
hero who served in my community.

——

HOLD POLLUTERS ACCOUNTABLE
FOR PFAS CONTAMINATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RoUDA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to shed light on PFAS contami-
nation, a crisis affecting water systems
that serve upward of 19 million people
across our great country.

For decades, manufacturing compa-
nies have known that these chemicals
are extremely hazardous to human
health, have actively taken steps to
bury unfavorable research, and have
used false uncertainty to fight off regu-
lations that could help ensure public
safety.

That is why I introduced H.R. 2570,
the PFAS User Fee Act, to hold chem-
ical manufacturers financially ac-
countable for their role in this con-
tamination crisis. These manufacturers
must take responsibility for their role
in this crisis and contribute to the so-
lution.

Congress must finally hold these pol-
luters accountable for the harm they
continue to cause. The safety of our
water systems and the air we breathe
is at stake.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Dr. Benny Tate, Rock Springs
Church, Milner, Georgia, offered the
following prayer:

Our most kind, gracious Heavenly
Father, we come to You in the name of
our Lord, Jesus Christ. We lift this
body up to You because You admonish
us to pray for kings and for all who are
in authority.

I, first and foremost, lift up their
spiritual lives to You, realizing we are



May 15, 2019

a spirit that has a soul, housed in a

body. May each Member have spiritual
peace.
I also pray for each Member

relationally. The Scripture admonishes
for leaders to lead a peaceable life. May
the blessing of peace rest on their
homes.

Lastly, I pray for them physically.
Would You grant strength, health, and
wisdom to each one. Lord, may every
Member realize You have placed them
here and acknowledge their ultimate
accountability is to You.

Lord, I thank You for this great op-
portunity, and I pray this prayer in the
name above every name, the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING DR. BENNY TATE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Dr. Benny Tate,
whose leadership and guidance have
made him an incredibly valuable mem-
ber of his community in Milner, Geor-
gia, and our Third District.

Dr. Tate has been the senior pastor of
Rock Springs Church in Milner for over
25 years. In that time, when it started
as a church of just 60, it has now grown
to a church of over 6,000.

Through this work, Dr. Tate has also
shepherded the creation of several min-
istries, including the Rock Springs
Medical Clinic, the Rock Springs Chris-
tian Academy, the Potter’s House for
Women, and Impact Christian Min-
istries for the homeless.

Benny has been married to his wife,
Barbara, for over 30 years, and they
have one daughter, Savannah Abigail,
who is here with him today.

I want to commend Dr. Tate for his
commitment to our community. There
is not a week that goes by where he
isn’t a welcoming part of the Third
District of Georgia.

The grace and love he has shown to
his parishioners and neighbors
throughout his 25 years in Milner is un-
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paralleled, and I am truly honored to
have Dr. Benny Tate here with us
today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

WE THE PEOPLE

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, ‘“We
the People” is a bold opening state-
ment enshrined in our Constitution.
Yet, the truth is that in most parts of
our country, LGBTQ Americans are not
included in ‘““We the People.”

Students in Arizona should go to
school free from fear and bullying.
Workers in Texas should not be afraid
of being fired because of who they are.
Renters in Mississippi should not be
evicted because of who they love.

No person, no matter where they live
in America, should face discrimination.
Equality should not depend on the ZIP
Code where you live. It is time to make
equality for LGBTQ people the law of
the land and to ensure that we, too, are
part of ““We the People.”

I urge my colleagues to be on the
right side of history and to vote ‘‘yes”
on the Equality Act.

———————

UMITA WILL HELP STATE AND
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE RE-
NEWAL

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, as the national conversation
revolves around infrastructure this
week, I would like to highlight H.R.
300, the Unfunded Mandates Informa-
tion and Transparency Act, or UMITA,
which I introduced with my Demo-
cratic colleague, Representative
CUELLAR.

UMITA will further our goal of re-
newing our country’s infrastructure by
making sure that overly burdensome
Federal regulations don’t hinder
progress on State and local levels.

State and local governments shoul-
der the greatest cost of infrastructure
projects, and any Federal legislation to
assist their efforts must account for
costs of regulatory compliance. Every
dollar spent on compliance with bur-
densome mandates is less money for
the projects States and localities need.

UMITA passed with a bipartisan vote
in the last four Congresses, and I call
for it to be included in any comprehen-
sive infrastructure legislation consid-
ered in this body.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CLI-
MATE RESILIENCY and READI-
NESS ACT

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, cli-
mate change is a major threat to our
national security; and military leaders
agree.

Last year, the Department of Defense
studied 79 mission-critical bases and
found that climate change threatened
most of them. In the past year alone,
three of our military installations suf-
fered significant damage from natural
disasters, and they are still not fully
recovered.

It is clear that the scale of this chal-
lenge is great. That is why today I am
introducing the Department of Defense
Climate Resiliency and Readiness Act
to help tackle this challenge.

By setting clear goals and ensuring
regular dedicated resources, my bill
gives military leaders the tools and
flexibility to implement policies that
work best for their missions. We will
also ensure the DOD budgets for resil-
iency and maintains a focus on cut-

ting-edge technologies 1like hybrid
microgrids and additive manufac-
turing.

As one of the world’s largest energy
consumers, DOD can offer invaluable
leadership toward addressing the global
climate challenge, while bolstering
U.S. national security; and that starts
today.

——————

WORK IN A BIPARTISAN WAY TO
DEFEAT RUSSIAN ELECTION IN-
TERFERENCE

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, by ex-
panding American energy, expelling
diplomats, and ensuring that the
United States takes its position in the
world, President Trump has been
tougher on Russia than any President
in a generation.

But the fact remains that the Rus-
sian military attacked the U.S. elec-
tion. And so it would seem reasonable
that, along with the Department of
Homeland Security, the FBI, and the
CIA, we would want the United States
military offering the full suite of capa-
bilities, both offensive and defensive,
to combat Russian election inter-
ference.

Today, the House Armed Services
Committee held a classified briefing on
the U.S. military and their participa-
tion in this critical mission. I was
deeply disappointed in what I learned.

The U.S. military is not sufficiently
engaged or informed on critical aspects
of the Russian election interference
campaign. They don’t even know which
two Florida counties were hacked.

And when DOD sent 11 people to go
work with the Department of Home-
land Security to have the full suite of
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authorities available to respond to
Russia, they were told they weren’t
needed.

Russia has a whole-of-government
approach to this problem, and I would
urge us to work in a bipartisan way in
the Defense Authorization Act to en-
sure that we are ready with our full au-
thorities to defeat Russia and their ef-
forts to interfere with our election.

HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLE OF
RAIL COMMUTERS IN NEW JER-
SEY’S SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

(Mr. MALINOWSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to highlight the struggle
that rail commuters in New Jersey’s
Seventh District face each day.

Public transportation is vital to my
State, where twice as many of us de-
pend on it than the national average.

Right now, though, the 23,000 people
who rely on the main rail line that
cuts through the heart of my district,
the Raritan Valley Line, are the only
commuters in northern New Jersey
without one-seat ride access to Man-
hattan during peak hours. To get to
New York, they must transfer to New-
ark, adding at least 26 minutes to their
commutes.

Now, you might ask, why am I bring-
ing this local issue to the House? Why
can’t New Jersey solve it by itself?

Well, I will tell you why. Because
every rail passenger trying to get to
work along this economic corridor that
is so vital, not just to my State, but to
the economy of the United States,
must squeeze through a crumbling, 110-
year old bottleneck of a tunnel under
the Hudson River that is owned and op-
erated by the Federal Government, and
the Federal Government won’t fix it.

The Raritan Valley Line Mayor’s Al-
liance, representing over 30 mayors,
has been working to get one-seat ride.
We need to do our part by passing an
infrastructure bill this year that will
fund the Gateway tunnel.

——
HEALTHCARE PRICES

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise to support the Payment Commis-
sion Data Act, which would make pre-
scription drug prices more transparent,
and the BLOCKING Act, which would
bring generic drugs to the market fast-
er.

I also support the Protecting Con-
sumer Access to Generic Drugs Act,
which would prohibit drug companies
from delaying the entry of generic
drugs into the market.

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker,
Democrats have packaged these bills
together with poison pills that would
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prevent States from offering lower cost
healthcare plans.

Democrats want to increase
ObamaCare enrollment regardless of
cost, but ObamaCare is not affordable
for many Americans. The average
monthly premium for a family of four
is over $1,500, forcing Missourians to
cut housing and child care so they can
pay skyrocketing premiums. It is not a
solution. We must take immediate ac-
tion to allow States to promote choices
and affordability.

——————

BLUE WATER NAVY VETERANS

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the House passed H.R. 299, the
Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
Act of 2019. This long overdue legisla-
tion would finally provide disability
benefits to veterans who served in the
territorial seas surrounding Vietnam
during the Vietnam war and were ex-
posed to Agent Orange.

This change is long overdue but,
sadly, thousands of brave Vietnam vet-
erans have already suffered the con-
sequences of Agent Orange-related ill-
nesses.

A longtime resident of Media, Penn-
sylvania, John Bury, was a 22-year vet-
eran of the Navy and a legendary advo-
cate for sailors sickened by Agent Or-
ange. He, himself, survived cancer six
times related to Agent Orange, and
knew firsthand the challenges of navi-
gating the VA due to his service being
on ships, rather than land.

John passed away in late 2016, but his
memory and service will live on. Sail-
ors like John are heroes and deserve to
be treated as such by the VA.

I urge the Senate to quickly take up
this legislation and send it to the
President’s desk so that thousands of
others like John can get the care they
deserve.

———
0 1215
NATIONAL DRUG COURT MONTH

(Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, May is National Drug Court
Month, and I rise to recognize these re-
markable facilities on their 30th anni-
versary. Since 1989, drug courts have
provided countless addicted Americans
referral to treatment and a lifesaving
alternative to incarceration.

When I first started Operation
UNITE in my district in 2003, there
were only five drug courts in the whole
district of 30 counties. Today, we have
one in all 30 counties, and those volun-
teer judges are changing more lives
than ever before.

At this moment, drug courts are pro-
viding a new lease on life to 144,000
Americans around the country. Thank
you to the countless professionals who
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make up our 3,000 drug courts. We have
got a long road ahead, but I look for-
ward to ensuring drug courts remain a
central part of that journey.

————

GUN SHOPS SHOULD MEET MIN-
IMUM SECURITY REQUIREMENTS

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker,
across our Nation, we face an epidemic.
In schools, in churches, on our streets,
Americans are dying from gun vio-
lence.

We have a moral responsibility to do
everything in our power to prevent
more people from suffering the loss of a
loved one to the scourge of illegal guns.
That is why I have introduced the Gun
Theft Prevention Act.

Last year, more than 500 gun shops
were burglarized nationwide, releasing
thousands of deadly weapons onto our
streets and into the hands of criminals.
In my district, a single gun shop was
broken into twice in the same week,
seven times in the span of a decade.

Yet licensed gun dealers are not re-
quired to take even the most basic pre-
cautions, like locking their doors at
night, to prevent these dangerous
weapons from falling into the wrong
hands.

My bill requires gun shops to meet
minimum security requirements, like
locked cabinets and video surveillance,
creates strong enforcement mecha-
nisms, requires reporting of stolen
guns, and authorizes 650 new ATEF in-
spectors.

This is commonsense legislation that
will save lives, and I will work tire-
lessly to ensure its passage.

———
PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, today is Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, when we pay trib-
ute to local, State, and Federal law en-
forcement officers who serve and pro-
tect our communities.

Today is an extra special day for one
of my constituents and his family:
Sugarcreek Police Sergeant Anthony
Gorman, who was shot April 4, 1997,
while investigating a suspicious car in
a parking lot in Franklin, Pennsyl-
vania. He never fully recovered from
his injuries.

In October of 2014, Sergeant Gorman
died at the age of 72, more than 17
years after that initial gunshot. While
his death was a direct consequence of
the 1997 shooting, a doctor listed his
cause of death as natural, which pre-
vented him from being honored at the
National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial here in Washington, D.C.

His son, Christopher, then embarked
on a mission to have his dad’s name
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memorialized. After years of research,
petitions, and advocacy, it is now en-
graved at the East Pathway of Remem-
brance at section 25, line 31.

Sergeant Gorman’s family was here
this week for the candlelight vigil held
Monday on The Mall, and thanks to
Christopher Gorman’s determination,
his dad’s name is finally where he be-
longs.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 15, 2019, at 9:39 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1231.

That the Senate passed S. 1436.

Appointment:

The Senate National Security Working
Group.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
CHERYL L. JOHNSON.

——————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5, EQUALITY ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 312, MASHPEE WAMPANOAG
TRIBE RESERVATION REAFFIR-
MATION ACT; AND PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 987,
MARKETING AND OUTREACH
RESTORATION TO EMPOWER
HEALTH EDUCATION ACT OF 2019

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 377 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 377

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 5) to prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of sex, gender identity,
and sexual orientation, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The amendment
in the nature of a substitute recommended
by the Committee on the Judiciary now
printed in the bill shall be considered as
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against
provisions in the bill, as amended, are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended,
and on any further amendment thereto, to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) 90 minutes of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary; and (2) one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 312) to reaffirm the Mashpee
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Wampanoag Tribe reservation, and for other
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Natural Resources; and (2) one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions.

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 987) to amend the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act to
provide for Federal Exchange outreach and
educational activities. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of
order against consideration of the bill are
waived. General debate shall be confined to
the bill and amendments specified in this
section and shall not exceed 90 minutes, with
60 minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Energy and Commerce and
30 minutes equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and Labor.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce now printed
in the bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 116-14 shall be considered
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as the original bill for
the purpose of further amendment under the
five-minute rule and shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such further
amendment may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by
a Member designated in the report, shall be
considered as read, shall be debatable for the
time specified in the report equally divided
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against such further amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the
House with such further amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE),
pending which I yield myself such time
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as I may consume. During consider-

ation of this resolution, all time yield-

ed is for the purpose of debate only.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, on
Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 377,
providing for consideration of H.R. 5
under a closed rule, with 90 minutes of
debate equally divided and controlled
by the Chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

The resolution also provides for con-
sideration of H.R. 312 under a closed
rule, with 1 hour of general debate
equally divided and controlled by the
Chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Natural Resources.

Lastly, this resolution provides for
consideration of H.R. 987 under a struc-
tured rule, with 90 minutes of general
debate, 60 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the Chair and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce and 30 minutes
equally divided and controlled by the
Chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Education and
Labor. Twenty-seven amendments are
made in order.

Madam Speaker, we are here today to
debate the rule for three important
pieces of legislation: H.R. 987, H.R. 312,
and H.R. 5.

H.R. 987 is the Strengthening Health
Care and Lowering Prescription Drug
Costs Act, a package of several bills,
many of them bipartisan, that went
through the House Energy 